


Adaptations suitable to zoo environment?

Barrel shaped body with
thick dorsal crest to protect

Thick skin covered with _
spine and he

bristly hairs to protect

against insects and
Nocturnal or parasites
Crepusular- most
active at dawn and
dusk hours

Prehensile snout for
snorkeling and exploring

Camouflaged precocial young,
blend into environment when
walking through dappled sunlight
from the trees

Strong, back legs”
for fleeing and

swimming

Four splayed toes on
each fore foot and
strong flexible legs for
climbing

Multiple habitats- :

including forosts Can we meet all their natural

tlands, shrublands, " "
and arasslands. history requirements?



Species overview

« There are 4 extant species of tapir-
o Lowlands
o Malayans
o Baird’s
o Mountain

« Lowland tapirs are listed as CITES Il, while
mountain, Bairds, and Malayan Tapirs are
listed as CITES I.

Tapirus

indicus Tapirus pinchaque




Tapir husbandry... Can we treat @ESﬁZO@
all species the same?

The simple answer is not really...

Although we see much overlap between different tapir species, they also have varying

husbandry requirements, largely due to their differences in temperament and physical
characteristics.

Case study-

Lowland vs
Malayan




Species holding report for: Tapirus terrestris / South American tapir

Il 197 Institutions, 5 Regions 248 229 1 13 0 0 0 478
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Tapir husbandry 101

Looking at the natural history of tapirs to
provide a suitable ex-situ environment.

« Enclosure design
* Diet
« Social and life stages



Environment and

Environment

— Light/Humidity

— Temperature

— Substrate

— Space and complexity

Enclosure design

— Group size, structure.

— Conspecifics

— Environmental enrichment.

Containment
— Access for loading and unloading
— Protected contact/ free contact
— Holding areas

enclosure design
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Diet m

* In general, it is recommended that the diet is based mainly around a high-quality commercial concentrate for
horses, alfalfa/lucerne and foliage. Fruits and vegetables should be present, but in smaller amounts. Mineral
and vitamin supplementation is important.

« Itis suggested that the main portion of a tapir diet should include mostly forage and a high fibre herbivore
pellet.

« A typical captive diet usually consists of a concentrate pellet, fruit and vegetables, lucerne and browse. A
review into the amounts and types of fruits currently offered to lowland tapirs in collections, is strongly
recommended.

Lowland Tapir Diet Sheet

¢ Mani (C2044) housed in enclosure TWI 02 with dam.
History of stiffness in hind legs.

Variable Diet Schedule T DWW [EThil NE S S uom
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Group or . .
solitary? ’ maturity?




Common health problems







Legislation

All species of tapir, except the Brazilian or lowland tapir, are
classified as Annex A species under the Convention on Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES). This means that special permits are
required to buy, sell, breed, or use them for commercial

purposes. Therefore, CITES permits (ARTICLE 10 or 60) must be
acquired.

Tapir are also listed under the Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976.
The wild animals covered by the Act require extremely specialised
care and accommodation, and the licensing process ensures that
both the animal's welfare and the safety of the keeper and the wider
public will be protected.

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2007 No. 1437
ANIMALS

The Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976 (Modification) Order
2007

Make .« . - - ah May 2007
Laid hefore Partivesent 140 May 2007
Coming bnto force - - Tst Osoder 2007 g

The Secrctacy of State in cxercise of the powens coaferred cpoa Rim by sccticn K1) of de
Dangeroes Wikd Aszimals Act 1976(s), beiag satisfiad that the scope of that Act should b Bot
extended 0 2s 10 inciude animuals of & kind net for (he time being specified ia the Schedule w dat
At 20 diminished 30 & W exclde animals of 3 kisd for the time being specificd in tat ONVENTION
Schodulie, makes the feliowing Onder: ON INTERN o

N

Chtation asd commencement RAD N ENDANC RELU
s ot may b o a th Dangsuus W Al Ack 1976 (Modleion) Onder 2607 SP WILD
Ball coms into foeoe oa 133 October 2007,

Madificatica

2. For the Sededale 1o the Dangerost Wild Arimale Act 1976 substinute the Schodule set ot in
the Schodule to this Crder.
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